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AUTHOR

SPOTLIGHT

The Picture Cookbook: 
No-Cook Recipes for the 
Special Chef is creating sig-
nificant interest and excitement 
because of the unique concept 
developed by Joyce Dassonville, 
mother of a child with autism. 
Together with co-author Ehren 
McDow, a professional baker, 
they have written an exceptional 
cookbook that contains recipes 
consisting of clear pictures

showing every step needed to make deli-
cious food without having to read, or even 
understand the preparation or cooking pro-
cess. Joyce and Ehren empower the spe-
cial chef, who can be any individual facing 
a challenge with reading or sequencing. 
The Picture Cookbook is a thoughtful gift 
idea for any special chef or their caregiver. 
More information about this unique cook-
book and the authors can be found on page 
11 of our catalogue.

Please join us in welcoming Aydin Virani 
(www.avsalesandmarketing.com), our 
new sales representative, and Aydin’s 
associate Susan Lewis, who represents 
our titles on Vancouver Island. Steller 
Press continues to distribute books for us 
in Canada and Gazelle makes our books 
available in the UK and other foreign mar-
kets. Their contact information can be 
found on the back cover of the catalogue 
and they will be happy to assist you with 
your orders. 

Our staff has expanded recently, as Jo 
Blackmore and Kyle Hawke have been 
joined by Colleen McGuinness,    Lauren 
Ollsin and Victoria Gibson.  

Colleen McGuinness (far left) draws on 
a wealth of management experience to 
assist Jo in crunching the numbers and 
completing contracts and agreements.
Lauren Ollsin has a strong background 
in editing and translation, She edits cata-
logues and works closely with authors as 

an editor, copywriter and administrator.
Kyle Hawke is an experienced editor and 
writer who has been assisting many authors 
at GIPL in refining their manuscripts. 
Gordon Thomas will join our staff as editor 
and US marketing specialist as soon as he has 
relocated from Minnesota. His extensive expe-
rience with authors, publishers and distribu-
tors in the US constitutes a great asset. 
Victoria Gibson  (far right) has a background 
in audio and multi-media production, graphic 
design and project management that is ex-
panding our range of in-house services.    

We wish Kathy Holden, our former admin-
istrator, all the best in her freelance editing 
career and will be continuing to work with 
her in this capacity.  

Left to Right : Colleen McGuinness, Lauren Ollsin, Kyle Hawke, Jo Blackmore, Gordon
                             Thomas and Victoria Gibson
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Message from Jo ...
Greetings from everyone here at 
Granville Island Publishing. We 
are very pleased to present our 
fall catalogue and this supplement 
that highlights some changes to 
listed books. It also introduces some 
additional titles that will be avail-
able for Christmas shopping. This 
season, our Author Spotlight is on 
Joyce Dassonville and Ehren Mc-
Dow. They have created an innova-
tive book that is sure to be popular 
with parents of young children  and 
caregivers of people with disabili-
ties.  This cookbook shows so much 
imagination! Most people would be 
surprised to learn that a person who 
cannot read can still make nutritious 
meals and snacks safely.  
Karen Jung’s Healthier Eating and 
Living with Cancer cookbook has 
great ideas for healthy eating and 
appetizing recipes designed for can-
cer patients’ restricted diets (pg 10).
Animals are stalking through the 
pages of many books as we intro-
duce Cinemazoo in our newsletter 
and list in our catalogue, Humpback 
Whales, Behavior on the Hawaiian 
Breeding Grounds (pg 8), Mines, 
Minerals and Mustangs (pg 9) and 
Sammy Squirrel and Rodney Rac-
coon, A Stanley Park Tale (pg 16). 
This season’s selections from GIPL 
are a demonstration of the diversity, 
vitality and creativity of writers in 
BC.
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Cinemazoo
The Gary Oliver Story

Wendy Bancroft

Cinemazoo: The Gary Oliver Story, tells the ‘against all odds’ journey 
of Gary Oliver, president and founder of Cinemazoo Animal Agency. The 
saga of how the man behind the agency created his dream job of working 
with animals every day as an animal agent and handler has been expertly 
written by award-winning writer Wendy Bancroft. The magical tale of 
how his years as a fashion photographer opened doors that allowed Gary 
to make the transition to working with animals is funny and engaging, 
while inspiring readers to believe in their own dreams. Oliver’s determi-
nation to succeed and the tactics that enabled him to live his dream are 
contagious. This story is truly “entertainment for the whole family”.

The insider stories he relates of events that happened as he showed off the 
many talents of animals for film and TV are bound to delight readers and 
make them laugh. A former trainer of Arabian horses, Gary Oliver has 
managed elephants, llamas, snakes, frogs, dogs, cats and – well, you just 
name it. The animals appear in such films as Bird on a Wire, Snakes on a 
Plane and many others, all courtesy of Cinemazoo. 

Oliver is busy away from the glamour of movie sets too. He has worked 
with hundreds of schools and public institutions teaching about conserva-
tion while doing hands-on demonstrations with exotic creatures. 

Gary Oliver sees unlimited potential for new and intriguing developments 
in his future and the future of conservation. His dream is just unfold-
ing for Cinemazoo and he has high hopes for the animal kingdom. Gary 
has inspired so many people that a television show is in development to 
capture his vision. A project is evolving to educate people and create his 
dream of animals and humans flourishing together in the magical world 
of Cinemazoo.

Wendy Bancroft is an award- 
winning writer, documentary  
producer and videographer with 30 
years of experience interviewing 
people from all walks of life and 
about all manner of topics. She has 
been a TV current affairs producer 
and host, mostly with the CBC in 
Toronto, Edmonton and Vancouver.

As a researcher with the Angus 
Reid Group (now Ipsos Reid), her 
work included leading national 
studies about such complex top-
ics as communities in change and 
single mothers attempting the tran-
sition from welfare to work. 

Examples of her published research 
and writing can be seen at 
www.srdc.org and examples of 
her film work can be viewed at      
www.itsaboutus.ca.

Motion Pictures & Television/Animals November 2007 Paperback 978-1-894694-62-9  
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Provence, Je t’aime
Gordon Bitney

Gordon Bitney brings you an unforgettable taste of French cuisine and 
culture with his lively narrative, Provence, Je t’aime, based on his experi-
ences as a North American in Southern France. He and his wife encounter 
all the delightful adventures one would expect, and a few surprises! 

Readers will follow the adventures of Gordon and Marie Hélène Bitney 
as they purchase a villa in Provence and exchange their hectic, urban ex-
istence for a tranquil, rural lifestyle. In a single plane flight to France the 
cobwebs of routine were gone and the rich challenge of another culture 
took over their days. 

Gordon Bitney spent thirty years 
practicing law in Vancouver, Can-
ada until he retired.  He and his 
wife bought a villa in Provence and 
divided their time between there 
and Vancouver with their cats.  The 
way of life in the village of Nyons 
inspired this book.

Travel/France  November 2007 Paperback 978-1-894694-65-0

Special Offer
Place your order before October 16th to receive a free gift.

Mention this offer when placing your order.
Your gift will be shipped with the books.

More than a memoir, this detailed account describes the food, the wine 
and the ambience of life among the vineyards and olive orchards. The 
vivid description is supported by evocative pen and ink illustrations that 
captivate the imagination of the reader as Gordon conveys his love for the 
region in Provence, Je t’aime.   



Fiction

On The Road To Nowhere is a classic coming-of-age story. It is set in the late seven-
ties.  Randy Watson is sixteen years old and living in a blue-collar town in Northern 
British Columbia.  After a violent incident, Randy runs away and begins a journey 
that starts in the Alberta oil fields, and then takes him to Vancouver. Unfortunate 
circumstances and experiences take their toll on him and he becomes a young man at 
a crossroads.  New adventures wait around every corner, over every mountain range, 
and across every prairie landscape.

Fiction/BC Fiction  6” x 9”  288 pages ISBN 978-1-894694-34-6 Paperback $19.95 Cdn/US

Faces of Courage: Young Heroes of World War II is a collection of 12 fictionalized 
accounts of teenage rescuers, resistance fighters and survivors under Nazi occupa-
tion in Europe.   Three of the stories relate the heroics of real people; the others place 
fictional characters in stories about real events (pg 24).

“This book would be a great companion study to The Diary of Anne Frank.” 
-- Victoria Pennell, Resource Links magazine

Young adult Non-fiction/Jewish History/Holocaust/WW II  5.5” x 8.5”  144pages 
ISBN 978-1-894694-20-9 Paperback $16.95 Cdn $12.95 US
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Backlist

Updated Covers

A modern story within a mythical framework, Monsoon Madness is a compelling 
tale of betrayal, lust and revenge; one that stimulates the senses and evokes agony 
as well as delight.  Cecily Havenshack is  the wife of a U.S. diplomat stationed in 
Kathmandu, Nepal in 1978 who  becomes vulnerable  when her husband leaves for 
three months .  When she is shanghaied by a dark stranger, Ciecily faces the biggest 
struggle of her life.     

Fiction/Nepal/Women’s Fiction   6”x9”   192 Pages  ISBN 978-1-894694-21-6 Pa-
perback 19.95 Cdn/US 

Sammy Squirrel and Rodney Raccoon: A Stanley 
Park Tale is now in print and available (pg 16).  

Christopher Nowlin , author of the mystery novel 
To See the Sky (pg4), is also a lawyer and has re-
cently appeared in the movie Mr. Big giving his 
professional opinion about undercover operations. 
Christopher is very excited about his upcoming book 
launch and the movie release, which should happen 
at about the same time in October 2007.


